, LAVANT PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL

HELD ON 12th April 2011
     AT THE LAVANT MEMORIAL HALL, POOK LANE, LAVANT

   PRESENT: Cllrs.Andrew Chipperfield, Kirk Elleker, Ian Hutton, Graham
                        Kelly, Caroline Miles, Nickki Haggar, and John Slipper.
              IN ATTENDANCE: Mr E C Austin (Clerk) 

                                                 WSCCllr. Michael Hall
                                                 9 members of the public 
477.   WELCOME BY THE CHAIRMAN AND APOLOGIES
            After the conclusion of the Annual Parish Meeting the Chairman opened the 
           normal monthly meeting of the council by welcoming those present. Apologies
           had been received from Cllrs. James Sharrod and Peter Lee and Alun Rees of 

           the Goodwood Estate.
478.   DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
          Cllr. John Slipper declared an interest as an allotment holder and Cllr. Kirk 

            Elleker as an employee of the Goodwood Estate

479.   TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 8th 
           March 2011.
           It was RESOLVED unanimously to approve the minutes as a true and accurate 
           record. 
480.  MATTERS ARISING
480.1  Re-447.1 The clerk explained that Karen Harris was going to have further 

           meeting shortly on the “village shop” proposals. This initiative had the support 

           of the parish council but was a Hyde Martlet initiative.
480.2  Re-conifer trees on the Eastmead Estate. Given the absence of Andrew Smith 

           from the meeting it was not possible to ask him whether he had made contact 

           with the estate. However he had sent an e-mail concerning action to be taken on 

           the problem of  mud caused by Dudman’s at the Valdo. 

480.3  Re-469.3 clerk will send paperwork on the “Chichester community action 

           pilot” to the new council members in May.
480.4  Re -470 audit on the Lavant community buildings etc had been completed by 

           clerk and sent to CDC.
480.5  Re-474 2 problem outside Mr Bleach’s house seemed no longer to be a 

           problem despite the failure of WSCC highways to reply to the clerk.

481. FROM WSCCllr. Micheal Hall and WSCC/CDCllr. Andrew Smith.
          WSCCllr. Michael Hall referred to the following;- thanks to Councillors for 
          their work in the parish, the difficulties faced by West Sussex and the grant 
          settlement reductions over 3 years, the possibility of some service reductions, 
          the National Park authority, the SID scheme, the Winter management scheme, 

          the donations provided through the S Chichester Local Committee and the need 

          for there to be a 30MPH limit on the A286 through West Dean. 
          WSCC/CDCCllr. Andrew Smith was absent from the meeting. 
482. CLERK’S REPORT OF CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED AND      

           ACTION TAKEN

482.1  WSCC had sent the following;- 

                a.   Various News Releases- none related directly to Lavant.
                b.   5 copies of a bereavement guide had been received.
                c.   Changes to the “Rights of Way” service with comment on the new 

                      inspection and maintenance programme being developed by the National 

                      Park authority and the need for volunteer wardens and rangers.
               d.     Ideas received on the problems faced by the Library service. 

482.2  CDC had sent the following:- 
                a.    Media Releases- none related to Lavant.
                b.   Changes to the bus pass system have been sent in pamphlets to be placed 

                      on the board.
482.3  Election result- the clerk explained that 8 nominations had been received and 

           that these nominated individuals would be duly elected without a contest. The 

           clerk would meet the individuals shortly and prepare for the first meeting. A 9th 

           councillor would be co-opted. Full details of the councillors will be published 

           later. The persons nominated are Eric Baldwin, Alan Dickinson, Kirk Elleker, 

           David Huggett, David Hughes, Ian Hutton, Caroline Miles, and John Slipper.
482.4 Lavant Parish annual contribution 2011-12 to Chi Community Transport is 

           £351.12 annual. The Council authorised the payment of this sum. 

482.5  4 Requests to use the green had been received.

            a. On 2 May 11am-1pm to erect bouncy castle from E Penny.
            b. On 16th July 2011 by Dr Windsor Holden for a play area.  

            c. On Tuesday 26th July by Kate Moon for a kids and family fun day.
            d. On 21st May by David Kent.
            The Council could see no reason to oppose these request provided all the rules

            are adhered to and liability documents are seen before the event. The clerk

            would contact the individuals.

482.6  The request from Victim Support for donation of £50 was granted by the 

           Council. The clerk would send a cheque.
482.7  The annual subscription for SALC/NALC was now £416.68. With 1 abstention 

            the Council voted to renew the subscription
482.8  The SLCC request for the annual renewal at £95.00 was granted by the 
            council.
482.9   Carers Support Service Chichester had sent a poster for display.
482,10  Newsletter 31 was now ready for printing.

483.   FINANCIAL STATEMENT AND ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT OR 

          RATIFICATION:
1. Section 106 money to be used for car park flooding improvements had arrived   and been banked at £14000.
2. The annual insurance update by AON had been received at £2415.60. Although 
      this was an increase from last year’s payment of £2178.85 the clerk  
      recommended that the policy with this company be renewed given the liability 
      issue and the processing of the bus shelter claim.
      The Council voted to renew the insurance with AON as quoted by the 
      Clerk.  

3.   The Council also “resolved unanimously to accept WS Audit department as 
      this year’s internal auditor”.
4.   The Council “resolve unanimously to underwrite any loss incurred by the     

      fete in June 2011 in the unlikelihood that this would happen”

      5.  The following cheque payments had been prepared by the clerk;-

                 2104  Mrs S Sims  (Fete draw tickets)               £105.40        
                 2105  Mark Goulding (as invoiced)                    £222.00
                 2106  Citizens Advice donation                            £50.00
                 2110   Graham Kelly (Expenses as listed)             £87.00   

484.   VILLAGE ENHANCEMENT SCHEME PROJECTS
          No issues were raised.
485.  TO RECEIVE REPORTS:
485.1   PLANNING  
	          CDC APPLICATIONS

	APPLICATION No.
	APPLICANT 
	DESCRIPTION
	COMMENT

	LV/11/008/78/DOM
LV/11/00881/LBC
	Dr A and Mrs S Braconi
Chalkpit Cottage

12 Pook Lane
	Single storey extension to link to main building
With alterations. Replace single storey 

Lean to with 2 storey extension
	NO PROBLEM

	LV/11/00626/DOM
	J Pilot
Fordwater, East Lavant
	Remove existing Nisson hut and extend/convert garage/garden store to habitable accommodation
	NO PROBLEM

	LV/11/00464/DOM
	M Belderson
12 Churchmead Close
	Single storey front

Extension
	NO PROBLEM

	CDC

DECISIONS

	Lv/11/003438/TPANP
	M Sabah
3 April Gardens
	Reduction of 3 trees
	PERMIT

	LV/11/00683/DOMNP
	L Fitzgerald

8 Meadow Close
	Single storey extension
	PERMIT


485.2   LOCAL ENVIRONMENT
            1. Damage to the village green Posts. The Chairman had received details of the 

            insurance claim of the offender and the clerk had been advised to refer the 

            matter to the company concerned for cover. The Council voted to accept Mark 

            Goulding’s offer to repair the posts and the Chairman would approach him on 

            the subject. damage.

            2. The green problem. The clerk had received an e-mail from Mark Goulding

       in which he had sadly refused to accept the offer made to him. He much 

       regretted this and explained his reasons for doing this in a thoughtful and 

       understandable way. He would wait for the job specification of the work 
       hopefully to be ready by April 1st next year and might well reapply then. The 
       Council very much recognised the high quality of the work done by Mark and 
        sincerely hoped that he would reapply for the contract next year.
            The clerk had received an e-mail from David Kent over the green. The clerk 

            would contact him.  

            The Chairman then explained that he had had discussions with the Cricket 

            Club who would for the time being mow the green and top field and present 

             the Council with a bill for their work. The Council was grateful to receive this 

             response. 

            The clerk then briefly summed up the issue- on the one hand the Council faced 
             the issue of getting work done on an ad hoc basis for the time being and then

             by next April 1st a new specification could be advertised and quotations could 

             be received. 

             3. The hedging problem near the Hall had been tackled without the need to 

             contact WSCC. A letter of thanks had been sent to Ian Lock. 
             4. The clerk had sent a quotation to the insurance for repair of the glass in the 

             Winchester bus shelter. A quote for the repair of the wooden shelter would be 

              sent later.
485.3    PLAY AREA 
            The work of the Play Area advisory committee was explained by Cllr. Ian

             Hutton. He referred to the following issues;-

a. the mistake made by himself and Cllr. Slipper in deciding to cut the play area grass etc (to find out how long it took-in all 3 hours) before April 1st and the deadline for Mark Goulding. He would write a letter of apology to Mark for the error.
b. The recommendation that the returfing work in the play area as quoted by Tim Grainger of “Superior Landscapes and Garden Design” at a cost of £1620.00 should be accepted. The Council agreed to accept this recommendation. The work could be paid for from “The Lavant Recreational Fund”. The clerk pointed out that he had applied for a grant of £1200 from the South Chichester local community fund and the committee should examine that proposal at the 17th May meeting. Hopefully this would alleviate the cost if approved.
c. Mole activity in the play area seems to have ceased at the moment.

d. The Paul Quest quotation for play area work including mowing at £10 per hour. The Council supported this quotation and suggested that he be employed provided insurance issues were solved.

e. Lavant Children’s day would take place on 9th July 2011. The clerk assured Cllr. Hutton that public liability should be provided by the Council’s policy since the event was considered  a parish cancel event. This would be checked with AON.  

            485.4   MEMORIAL HALL MANAGEMENT

1. The Chairman gave a brief report on last meeting of the Management committee referring largely to the car park flooding issue and the proposed work to be done.
 2.  The clerk had received a letter from the Secretary to the Committee in which the question was asked whether the Council would support the use of Section 106 money to install photovoltaic cells on the roof of the Hall at a cost of £25000. The benefits of this in reducing electricity costs and creating saleable energy were explained. The Council felt that it would be worth approaching CDC for their view on the subject as to whether the scheme could be used for Section 106 money. However it was felt by some councillors that this money which was available for 10m years might in the future be valuable for other community schemes. This prompted some discussion. It was felt that a decision on the Hall project would have to be made by the next council in view of the facts available. The clerk would respond to the Secretary’s letter.
485.5   GOODWOOD AIRFIELD CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE   
            The next meeting was tomorrow. Cllr. Slipper would attend.   
485.6   GOODWOOD MOTOR CIRCUIT CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE

            No comment until the next meeting which was in July.
485.7   LAVANT VALLEY PARTNERSHIP

            The next meeting was 19th April at Eartham from 6.45pm.
485.8   SOUTH CHICHESTER LOCAL COMMITTEE
            The net meeting was on 17th May 2011 at 7pm in Westhampnett. Cllr. Kirk 

            Elleker would attend. 
486.     ITEMS NOT ON AGENDA WHICH, IN THE OPINION OF THE 
            CHAIRMAN OF THE MEETING SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS A           
            MATTER OF URGENCY
              1. Cllr. Hutton pointed out that Simon Taplin would be available to help

               organise youth activities and outings funded by the “Recreational Fund”. The 

               question of the standard disclosure certificate was raised and needed further 

               enquiry.
              2. Details of the new bench to be placed on the green by Penny Woodman 

              were given by the Chairman. 
              3. Finally Tony Bleach echoed the sentiments Cllr. Hall had given earlier in 

              praise of the work of this parish Council. 
487.   DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING of LPC
          The next full meeting of the Council will be on Monday ( Not Tuesday 11th)

           May 10th 2011 in the committee of the Memorial Hall. This would be the 
           first meeting of the new council following the 5th May election. The 
           meeting will start at7pm.

The meeting was finally declared closed a 9.15pm..  
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